"The weather stayed true to history," Bucklin observed. "It was incredibly hot. When I walked around the encampments, there were people finding shade wherever they could." Not all was authentic, however. The roving photographers tried to capture the flavor of the 21 st century as well. There were men and women in Civil War-era dress talking on their iPhones and stepping out of 21 st -century cars with license plates from as far away as Oregon and Alaska. "And snow cones," said Bucklin, "a lot of snow cones!"
The staff also went on a $250 shopping spree funded by Gettysburg College's Civil War Institute.
Their mission was to purchase commemorative pieces that will remind future generations of the 150 th events. Their shopping bags included spoons, patches, pins, a pocket watch, golf balls, playing cards, coins, a shot glass, tee shirts, hats, a potholder, and an apron, all with the 150 th insignia. "My favorite in terms of pure tourist kitsch is this pig," said archivist Amy Lucadamo, removing some tissue paper and producing a white ceramic piggy bank stamped with the Sesquicentennial seal and bright red hearts. Two bottles of 150 th sarsaparilla, a bottle of "Rebel Red" wine, and a bottle of "Tears of Gettysburg" chardonnay rounded out the purchases. Of course, all drinks had to be consumed before being archived.
"Everyone made a concerted effort to pick up any free paper materials they found around town, such as program flyers, event announcements, maps, and posters," said Sautter. The library also purchased commemorative stamps, postcards, guidebooks, the battlefield audio driving tour, and a copy of the new release film, The Gettysburg Story. Archivist Lucadamo is also collecting all news coverage and creating an online guide related to commemoration activities. She is also using Archive It software to document all 150 th anniversary-related webpages.
In reflecting on the experience, Sautter observed that the idea of becoming the collectors was born out of necessity. When looking for pieces to display from previous anniversaries, there was very little in the collection. "We had one scrapbook, containing some wonderful photographs of the 75th anniversary," said Sautter, "but little else."
That prompted the staff to collaborate on how best to capture all aspects of the 150 th anniversary.
"It was such a rewarding experience," said Sautter. "So often collecting is done after the fact, and much of our material culture is lost that way," she noted. "We were able to gather artifacts in real time, photograph the moment, and talk with visitors who were living history. Now we will be able to preserve all of this so that the archivists planning the 200 th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg won't have to go far to find examples of the Sesquicentennial."
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